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Bethlehem ToDay
I

A Visit to Chrlsla Birthplace and Its Curious Surroundings
Practical View of PalwtlneA Visit to thoUtnblB Whoro

Christ WM OornOlul In thloh8m

W A9iliN01oN December suit 189
On this day the 1r before Christmas I

wont you to tAke a trip with me to the
birthplace ol Christ visited It it few
rarsagoand the notes of my pencil

and ray camera lie before me The
sweet face of a Heln chin Madonna looks
up at me Iron my Inble m I write and
Iphotographs of llelhlehcm shepherds in
their tlieeptUu cOIl rcghteted by my
camera only A year or so ago make meI
think of those famous shepherds who
first taw the star the night btlofe Christ
came They watch their flock on the
same plains today sort In coming to
lltthlrliem from Jerusalemt drove right
user the fields upon which they lay and
law the star-
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jum OF TODAY

Palestine U much the M mono M It

UM nineteen hundred years ago The
greatness of Its history bas niagnlfied
lit site mid IIIlis hard to appreciate hUll

vnullilUt You couldl lose it In one of
the counties ul Texa Von could ride
across it In n few hour on a railroad
twin and today a second ticket
from Joppo to Jeruialcnt costa you only-

a dollar lletHeen the seacoast and the
mountains tie the rich land of the lint
mines They are the famed trials of
Sharon sortl they are twenty mile wide
and sixty union long The entertains of
Judcn would be loot In the Alleghanlca
or the KocUra stud the Mount of Ullvca-

II to moll that you can go out of Jeru-

salem walk past the Garden of Oeihte-

nunu nnd be at Its top In an hour
Standing hero you can look dear across
Palestine On n bright day you can see
tic thin silvery Jordan tied tan airing
to the great Iii Ipan of the Dead sea on

your loll oral true vast sparkling Mcdl

terrancan away over the plains of Sha-

ron on the tight Ilong David made a
great fuss about lilt all dala trip from

Jerusalem to the Jordan but the till
unic Ili only fourteen miles and the
inbbath days journey from the Holy
Lily to lletiilchcm Iis nut more than six
silos Te Jew dealt big figure
fill y coked UI n everlhlng concerning
llicnnulveorllieir peuplf through the
tight end of the open glass ami ureic
Imogen In truly oriental The probabi-
lity is than Judea never had n very large
puputatlon andI It savory doubllu-
luhciher eru atem was a largo city m-

lompAriMin with the great capitals ol-

loiii It now contains just shout
40010 souls and the walls around it
unclose hem than a half section uf load

aa could crowdi the whole city 011-
11Couhled form and llethlthem covers
hardly mote than a garden patch

A lOOk AT JkKUMLIIM

Doth towna lie In tine lull of Judea I

aunt they will chow you In Jeruwlcm
Just where He rod livnl when he got
cxcluJ about the comlnr of Christ and-
tuaseacred tie InnonnU I walked over
time UIIIO llaor upon which onuui Iilite
stool when ha gave Ui the Lord lobe
irncincd Tire walls of Jeruaalcm arc
llnrl eifchtftcllilRh They would reach
la the lop of tour story mouse and
they run nround Jcruulam cutlmit it
out in the shape of a diamond Out-
side of these with the steep hlllt run-
down on every tide and acrou the
alleja turned by these you see other
lulu and the w hole country lII rolling
Irime big diamord Inilde the wail IIt lied
with n moss of lioxShaued limestone
houses Lunt one cm lop of thel other and
crowded Into streets which cut tack
caber at all sorts ol angle The rooms
of the Inouoes are that There ore no
ihiinnevi und nn windows Many of
hour roomy look like vaullcil canto
floored walled and celled with stone
und those which optn on time arrest are
ol dents character The streets have no
MJeualkn nnd the ahop are merely
hoi > In lime Noll flu ttteeti are alu
led and winding and In going through
them you think of tine catacomb and
appear to hue gomt through long vaul
Kdcavti 1 lie town lis su denwiy twp
maud that one room often icmtltutm a
houic ffor n family and these nitron
streets nro nodal ultli people of nth

deurlptlotil They are tsu narrow tint
no carriage can enter leruinlem end in-

going to llethlcliem mad ID walk trout
my hotel through limo city and out of
DuicU gato beforeI could gel a eon
tcjance

A IA DATU DVVllJOtRNIV

The ride from Jerusalem tolttlilchtm
cant be made In less than un hour It la
one of the must IntctntlnK Jotiinejsof
the world soil III through A wont Ino

liretlinK country Outiidu limo wall of

3eruaaluu you hind many new home
hey ruse since Ihu building
ol time railroad unit limo Holy City Ihas-
had a suburban real estate Invent liete
houses are of llmentone They have no
gardens iliuiit Human I tin white wall
nod the white duitj rondo an tine glare
tn the winter sun ore painful to thin cu
About the gore yml find cannel with

ark scudUedoumi upon Ilium They
have guns nith theta and hlmey tcowlni
ouni you aisln llore Are ragged

rumen on donkeys mit their black nod
while blankets liaiikinK from tMt tclio
down over their becloud half fryer
Int the nnhnitU they tide Now Jou go-

by Kuwlan ilrlmi who are on their
way Into Jertraaleni to worship nt the
Church off the lloli iwpulcl and here
pasa turtanned Moliiinmediiii who
scowl it you rime ore plentyI ul-

beggirs A bare footed lurh with a
crotv on his back polls out Ilaclwhcvah
and behind him stand tutu lurkUh-
ohilcn u tit CUllS In their ImniU and-

s ith HKI rda At their ninny It It plot
Icy crowd nod you one jlad when you-
Inane gotten your way through it rand out
In time country

AMONO till BlIBrlltltW

My Iriii to llclhlchcm was made In time

sprint The hlllx wore then dolled with

cube IIOVIO abuse leaven alii nu like
Ircstcl lhir under tine bright sun of
IMkalni cinch UK plain through in Inch

the road paaaeduire covered whim gran-
us green ni that of old Iiehud fheac
were the plains on whlelt the hepherd
lay when they ann the tlar and there
the shepherds grain their ahtcp today
I saw tierhapa n iloien lbeanled men
hremUn coati H ho were watching their

llucki on theae Judean hllli omf their
yes were kind und hair faces full
tnaracicr

In one place I pain A family of four a

huiband and whin And two children

y

ti

which might have represented the Holy
Family with the addition M John the
llaplhn One child sat In the mothers
arms another suuaUcd moan

IlegkedI on
the ground while the father layI on In-
elbo sad looked curiously ai mi u
drove by TIM fact of all worn hue
and you will sm nowhere more tnkmg
Icaturrn than tissue ol these enatmvcn of
IaleMine-

II it uttt In the country dis tics ol
IaleMine that you liml i tint you ro-
n the lands ol the VIIIHIIHI I new K

dunn old men during the j rnej w i n-
paunrchal Ana and IJlIlIK uhlM bards
remind MM of Ahnlu IIsaac and

I Jacob sad nil old turbaned Syrian wear
me a iton beard nhi role behind me-
an a donkey made me r rder It he was
sat n second llalaani null why hit long
eared beau did not open Its mouth nod
ntak Away oil at the hack was-
shown the tile ilf the on of MlirMli
where tae Prophet anointed Saul us
king when he wan out hunting bra
faller amen and the inn Into which
Cltriat turned to break rend when he

I convened incognito with two of his-

st4sfleo was nilowa to me The able Ili
now occ hymn by a Greek nine fliop
with a hlllnrdl taut aa an accompanl
menl and it n II ithln a few miles of the
spot whrr David with hit htlksion
the KrlI o elutli ales I piMtd this
place In going to llethlchcni nlllI find
that there are plenty if atoneC than
Mill and laity lear headed Syrian
I outli was playing among them though
i did nut note that lie Ihail the n
hit mighty ancestor It wa not far lon
this paint that I rode through lire Idenll
cal Und which less owned by floss the
richest farmer of this day wnen foil
in love withi Kuth anil dii lt1 irks
neighbor by marking out or his
sphere

TIIK OIRL or iirrriiniiiix
I don I wonder that Ilea hell In love

with Ruth The llrlhleliem girls are
among the beninirj of thin out nllliI you
will find more prttty girls In the hill ol
judea than In the some ammmt of ter
rllory anywhere else the world over A
khlpfoad of these llethlehemI I ma dens
if they cookIK Iranipmted lo lire great
notlhwnl would capture Ihr honanu
fjimets ol tine Dakota jmt no Kulh cap
lured thus great landowner Mom and
when they cane back to WaohnMlolI al-
Senators wives they would be nine wiles
of the capital These llclh eh m maiden
ore Mr lklnniil and bright eyed They
have atralglil well rounded lormt uhn h
they clothe In long drensess uil white
linen 10 beaut u ly emirolderud l in MIX

dialtingle gown require nIIIII1nlll-
nf work role dress la much Iku an
American woman nightgimn without
the frills sad laces It lMils trout the
neck to the Ifret and h afren at line front
In a nairou slit as for down nt a modest
dccollclle Ireos Uter this gown they
wear lcel us cloaks ol dark ml
stripe and the mead they cover with A
lung shawl of linen etnhroldcied with
silk Iachglrl I chars her dower on him
person In Ihu ahafe of a iiecklacv o
coins and the forehead of each maiden
Is decorated will a crown of coin sonic
of whichI are silver and Ihern goldithey do not hide their lace like the
Muhammedun women and their features
are clean cut and refinedl have wn
fair samples of the prttty girlsI of m tt
of the countries of line world mudI the
Ikthlehem girls are the upiaU of any
Vlney are aa Intelligent a1 theyl ore prrliv
and I found that mimic whom I traded
with the licit of the bargain
There It lithe poverty In lleihlcium
and lime girls whom I mil wire well
drrucd for the orientI and time teemed
well todo-

At you near Bethlehem you find the
hllU grow more rapped Their tide
are covered will stones and you one
that they were terraced Into gardens In
time dai nut time para About a mile front
lItetlmlehnemI

I stopped fur a sidle before
the tomb of Rachel It it a little square
bulldiii about the oil ol a smoke-
house covered with a while dome and
It iis Kituatcd In the mldtl ol n Mohem
melon cemeler It is uorthlpi by
Mutselmen Jews mid riirltian and Ile
wall urn covered with the names ol-

tnvclcrt A little further find
l Avil well and then BO

tounmloua cor
tier and come m sight of Hethlehcm

now IIKTIII LIIKM IIOOMS

Tho Ilethtehem of 189IIla our of the
mat prosperous town In Palatine It
U bigger today Iran it hat ever been
nod it now contains about a oat people
It does H big biulutst making treat
for Ihe Catholic pilgrim and tine Kn
signs out of motherof IIeorl and lime

ruont ol time tMinrl paper cutters which
come from alettlnuI r au

ror1

at Beth
Ichem he people make a great many
backa prayer bootie and Ihey Are
thriliy In the cxlrenu The toun runs
ilotiL the tide of time hula in the shape
of a honeahoe mud it ttandt out againstI

the sky aIMbig InlU rising nil wound
It Its i i much like that of
Jerusalem save tint tine houses are
neuer and cleuner They are built of
stone anti they are more like stone
hates than comfortable hums Moil
of Hum ore one story and they stand
close lo the cobbletlone sidewalks
without yards or girdent There nru-
no sanitary arrangement to speak of
and these houses and a lot of big
rhurclius make up the town The peo
pie composing are chilly native I boy
are Greek Uirlttlant and there are only
three hundred Mohammedans And sixty
rulcjunu In thin place

WHERE CIIRIHT noon
1 asked for the stable In whiili Christ
> in the mai ger full use of findin

hl for In IPalatine every spot Is m irked
and thouf It It hung nearly snow can
since Ihe event of ClirMs life took
place the guidesI of Judea cm show pun
every spot uliiili Ills fintrrx Imrhid
and mark out every foul of landl upon
whlill IIII fort stood IIIM told tint It
WIlt nt the western tide of the town nllli
I found a great church bulls over It

Just orpoite this church thiruuisn
saloon nnd my litrlancd driver spent
Iimio tunic In this white I visitedl the chur
It li a great stone structure ragged and
old with centuries if hnrd usage It
was hulls It is said 1500 yens ago by
Emperor Constanmii Its rout ivanoncr
roviied l with lend but the lurks stri-
ped this oil madI made It into bullets
when they captured It anilkilled I hr-

tlan with the uruuct lime church inns
nealu passed Into the hands of Curti

tuns mid thin servlcu m were golni on ii-

iI entered I for n and
notched limo Greetrlprlettt whoi iIIlung
black gowns were liaiiiJAg Ihelr ser-

vice while buys In bright colored
dreates swung Incense limns lo and fro
There Wife perhaps sin nbash
womcnslandlnz at worship within the
grent Iwll and time ceremonies were wry
impteulvc Leaving till hall was

entswsasrm w

I

IllllLcnco
akrrm down Into the crypt of tin u i

Iu the erw Ic miner n
owislxrnn I iwcnthan i sand-

iii s r d latrvun A raid anlI nl-

II unlmiHcIf In a gn ntane il out
ha Ktfeit wide and fully Mlt UK line-

ceiling uf which wa about i n ct high-
his cave like room woo il er dI with

marble Thirty two lamps burn day nnd
night it and It hiss nu allay at one
enl under lisaI silver nr c Unto
the marble pavementwhrre you hail an
Inscription in ILatin ttating t d on this
pot the light Mary igate birth lo

Christ I wasnotKurpnt I run Imd the
stable n cave nine moray um li In Paten
line and n great part of hire unnials f
the country today are atabird in caves
This stable however has been ill mgcd-
hy the decorations ol thr church and it
IIt Imnos hli to resist ihe rent scene of
Chrltls I nth vthle in It I linked at
Ihe manner It Ili marl of mxr i e nod
It It said to he tin Identical mnuner In
which He ru IelI Tnr of course It a
fraud a I1r nlxt the well at tIre liner
side of alt crypt where the holyi water

lrItssld In hive burst forth at lintI llmi
for the Use ni the holy lrfamily I looked
dug n i ro mis well It Ila said that tine
stir that gti drri the Magi i fell hit ar d
that il omtil tin cs chi wn Ihrre in Iho
water hill that It Iionnlty visible to tl eIeye the purist virgin I looked into
li hut Intuit of the other sex could of
course nut see II

I here are a number of other chapel
about the stable tech of which has Its
traditions trot the Incense the marble
and the gnudy church dccrrnliam about
them take you far away from the reality
and make you think rather of the mtibl
stables In which the Roman emperor
liUguta kept his golden MI id hams
rather than the donkey sad cancel stable
In which Christ was born
now cuaiats aikTiirevcit KUALU-

lOOKtll
tram the real stables ol the llethlehcni-

of today one cm btitir l nrnju t law
Ihe stable of Christ appeared I visited
one aver leaving Ihu bediftened and
over decorated sanctuary under tie
church 1 lie stable It n cave thin flour
of which is a tough stone It hinn a

InumberI olI chambers which open Into n
art of a court andI in these chamberst

arcdonkts cnnitU and horses They
eat out of stone bones and hi front of
them on thus floor men snit women lie-

oloplI x im the stone These is no
hind oItlollll except their blankets and
they Mjust upon the atones when They
eat their meals A rigged duly lieI
douln h is change of tin whole soul hit
rate are about live cents a day per am
nil The manger of Unlit was trail
ably one of these hallowedI out suite
lean mid the irgin MIrey In sit probI
nblhtv strpt on the clones or mho arraa
Aithin one of Ihetj sublet I nw u
Uedouin woman will n ttbry baby
on IIlcl knee Sue ha just barn fettling
her child sail one breast peeped cut
between the folds ol her co me rough
gown Her head was bound witli A

gaily lolorcd thawI here were tings
oil him finger braceletsI upon her lair
und arum and a gold ring In hr note
Ilex face was however as sweet as that
of sap MadonnaI I hive seer seen upon
canviu and them any lust out of its
nraddlmg clothes lookedl at pure and
un rent lu Ihe moat limous nrprusm-
tiion of Christ It was a scene cur a
painter

eilRltlllAS IX DKTIILEMIM

Chrismuas is stways a great day in-

liethlehem and tlse coming Christmas
will be celebrated In Its usual splendor
hoiuands ol people go loon Jerusalem
nnd while you niu rending this letter
the relents arm pnparlng bur the service
of Christmas night There will bt ser
ntona In Ihe churches beginning nt 10
cluck and then In a proctstion the
priests and Ihe monks will march down
the winding stain Into thus crypt and
visit theI grotto of the tuuvit
ttilluiry with them a waxen wage 1Jr
a little child which they will place In
the mangtr maul as they do so they will
cline Inc story of the nativity This
child will br druaed in the finest ol lace
and it will rest In the manger on ruse
colored cushions of silk embroidered
with gold During the serviceI Ihe pa
trlarch of 1Jirualem will go through the
cerimon of Inking up and U ing dune n
the child lu eorrespatul with the words
of the chant and the service will last for
several hours On Christina night all
llethlehem watches and time day ia one
ofjojJ and feasting llelhleliclli has more
Chiistians than any other town in life
orient and tu people are proud of the
fan that Christ was born u Ithln their
Wall iKVMCd L K1KM IK
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